
“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live…” 

  

Do you believe that it is April already?  It is hard to imagine, especially with all the grey skies 

that we have been continuing to have, but we can certainly sense a difference in the air.  New life 

is beginning to spring up ever so slowly.  I can sit on my back porch and see a hint of green 

beginning to appear in the trees around my house. 

  

It is amazing that we see all this new life springing up around us as we near the celebration of the 

Resurrection of the Lord.  This new life budding forth is a concrete reminder that we too have 

this new life beginning to well up from within our hearts.  Our penitential acts of prayer, fasting, 

and almsgiving have helped us draw nearer to our God.  Through the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation we have rid ourselves of those sinful and selfish actions that keep us from truly 

being able to embrace the love that our God has so generously poured into our lives. 

  

This Sunday in our Gospel reading written by the evangelist John, we hear what I would propose 

is one of the greatest phases that we can hear:  “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

  

These words bring us great joy and comfort, because these words are spoken directly to each one 

of us.  This is a promise that brings us the greatest peace and hope that we could ever imagine. 

  

Our God created us to be in perfect communion with Him and with all of His creation.  But, 

somewhere along the way, we fell.  Sin came upon us and the communion was broken.  We have 

been trying to restore this communion ever since.  And, finally we encountered the One that 

would restore the bridge that has been broken.  Having been cut off from God, we for all 

practical purposes are dead, dying, and all our life and joy are draining so quickly from us.  But 

Jesus restores that life line.  He is the way, He is the resurrection.  We were once dead, but now 

are alive again.  One day, we will be called to share in the resurrected life with Jesus where death 

will never touch us again. 

  

Let us draw ever nearer to our blessed and lovely Lord as we prepare to walk with Jesus during 

His final steps of Lent 2017.  Next Sunday, we will enter into Jerusalem with Jesus as we enter 

solemnly into the festivities of Holy Week.  I would invite and encourage all of our parish family 

to make every effort to take part in these great mysteries that form the very core of our faith. 

  

Also, if you have not yet received the sacrament of reconciliation this year, there is still time.  St. 

Cyril’s in Wilsonville has their Reconciliation service at 7:00 pm on April 5 and Our Lady of the 

Lake will have their Service on April 11, also at 7:00 pm.  I am also available on April 5 at 5:00 

pm, April 8 at 4:00 pm, and April 12 at 4:00 pm until 5:45 pm.  Please don’t miss out this 

opportunity to encounter God’s mercy and forgiveness. 


